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DEWNR’s legislative responsibilities 

• Overall responsibility for water management 

requirements under the Natural Resources 

Management Act 2004. 

• This includes: 

• Water allocation planning 

• Water affecting activity permits 

• Drainage and discharge permits 

• Approvals to take water from surface water or ground 

water resources (licencing or s128 authorisations) 

• Primary area of responsibility is regarding the 

take and sustainable use of water 

 

 
 

 





Delivering DEWNR’s legislative 

responsibilities 

• Assessment of proposals on a case by case 

basis, in line with requirements of any 

water allocation plan 

• Use of a risk based framework 

• Engagement with EPA throughout 

regulatory approvals 

• Use of relevant groundwater models and 

available scientific knowledge  

 
 

 




